THE BOURGEOIS PRESS*

THE rubbish you find in second-hand   markets tells you
of the  way people   lived  yesterday;   the   advertisements
and police  items  in the newspapers give  a good  insight
into the way people live today. "When I say newspapers^
I am referring to the modern "organs of public enlighten-
ment"" in the "cultural centres^ of Europe and America.
I consider it just as useful to read the bourgeois press as
to listen to the frank things servants have to say about the
life of their masters. Diseases cannot, and should not,  in-
terest a healthy man, but the doctor is in duty bound to
study them. The physician and the journalist have  some-
thing in common: they both diagnose and describe diseases.
Our   journalists   are   in   a   better position than the bour-
geois journalists, for they are well familiar with the gener-
al   causes of  social   pathological phenomena.  The Soviet
journalist  should   therefore   be   as   attentive   toward  the
testimony of the bourgeois press as the physician is-toward
the cries and groans of a patient. If some talented person were
to come along in our country and gather a sufficient number
of facts from the police chronicle of the newspapers of any
"cultural centre,"''' and compare these facts with  the adver-
tisements of   retail   stores,    restaurants,    and   houses  of
entertainment,   and   with the  descriptions   of gatherings,
* Gorky  did not complete this article.